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HIJAZ AND JORDAN (al-URDUNNIYYAH) 

Mecca (Makkah) in western Arabia (Hijaz) had already gained great importance in the pre-Islamic period, 
serving simultaneously as a thriving commercial center and as a pan-Arabic pagan sanctuary of many gods. The 
prophet of Islam, Muhammad, was born into a relatively impoverished branch of Mecca’s dominant clan, the 
Qurays, and his religious revelations threatened his ruling cousins’ monopoly on power. His escape from Mecca 
to the city of Medina (al-Madlnah) to the north in 612 (the bijrah ), laid the foundation for the Islamic polity. It 
also meant that Mecca, though still considered the holiest city of Islam (after being conquered and purified by 
Muhammad in 630), lost the opportunity of becoming the political capital. Muhammad’s successors, the caliphs, 
reigned from Medina, then Damascus (Dimasq) in Syria, and then Baghdad (Bagdad) in Iraq ('Iraq). Apart from 
serving as the destination of the annual pilgrimage (haff) of pious Muslims, and as a venue for some Red Sea 
trade, western Arabia thus lost its centrality within the Islamic caliphate. 

Under the Umayyad caliphs, the governor of Mecca was a subordinate of the governor of Hijaz at Medina. 
This continued under the 'Abbasid caliphs, but Mecca continued to prosper from caliphal generosity, especially 
under Harun al-Rasid (786—809), who made the pilgrimage nine times. The city and its region later suffered 
from the tumultuous attitudes of the population, from in-fighting among rival Muslim rulers, and from 'Alid 
and Qarmatl raids. In 930 the Qarmatl sacked Mecca and carried off the sacred Black Stone to Bahrayn, though 
it was returned in 950. Falling under the influence of the Fatimids in the second half of the io rh century, Mecca 
came to be ruled permanently by a series of Hasimite or more specifically c Alid sarifs (“nobles”) descended from 
the short-lived caliph al-Hasan, and became more important than Medina (which was ruled by 'Alid sarifs 
descended from 'All’s other son al-Husayn). Although largely independent due to the relatively isolated location 
of Mecca, the sarifs had to recognize the overlordship of the Fatimids until 1063, then of the Yamani Sulayhhids 
until 1080, and after that alternately of the Fatimids and the Saljuqids. After 1172 the sarifs ruled as vassals of 
the Sunni Ayyubid and Mamluk rulers of Egypt and Syria. 

By this time three lines of Alld sarifs had ascended to power at Mecca: the Musawls (966—1063), the 
Hawaiim (1063 — 1200), and the Qatadids (1200—1925). The last maintained itself for over seven centuries, 
having survived the changeover from Mamluk to Ottoman overlordship in 1517, and the Wahhabi (1803 — 

1813) and then Egyptian (1813 — 1869) dominations. The last sarif Husayn II, was nominated by the Young 
Turks, but took advantage of World War I to declare himself independent of the Ottoman Empire in 1916. 
Hoping to liberate the Arabs from Ottoman rule and to establish his own, he took the title of king (malik) of 
Hijaz in 1916 and in 1924 that of caliph. Husayn’s ambitions, however, clashed with those of'Abd-al-'Aziz, the 
Su'udi sultan of Najd, who quickly overran the country and forced Husayn and his son 'All into exile in 1925. 
Thus the area became part of the new kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

While the 'Alld or Hasimite dynasty lost control over Hijaz in 1925, it had become established elsewhere in 
the Near East due to British support for its former ally against the Ottoman Empire. In 1920 Husayn’s son 
Faysal was declared king of Syria, but proved unable to maintain himself against the imposition of a French 
mandate. He was then compensated by becoming of newly created Iraq, where his line reigned until overthrown 
by a revolution in 1958. Closer to Hijaz and Syria, another son of Husayn, 'Abd-Allah I, was made amir of the 
Transjordanian lands of the British mandate in Palestine, with the capital at 'Amman. His state acquired 
additional lands (Ma'an and al-'Aqabah) when the Hasimites lost Hijaz in 1925. 'Abd-Allah I became king 
(malik) of Jordan in 1946, and between 1948 and 1967 the kingdom occupied the Palestinian lands on the west 
bank of the river during conflict between Israel and the Arab states. In spite of losses to Israel and the stress 
caused by the large-scale settlement of Palestinian refugees, the Kingdom of Jordan adopted a relatively liberal 
constitution in 1952 and developed a prosperous economy during the long reign of king Husayn. 

Sarifs of Mecca (Makkah) in Hijaz 

630—966 (to the Caliphate) 

966—974 Ja'far (Abu-Tayyib) ... son of Muhammad, son of Husayn, son of Muhammad al-Tdir, son 
of Musa, son of'Abd-Allah al-Sdlih , son of Musa al-faum , son of'Abd-Allah al-Kdmil, 
son of Hasan al-Mutannd , son of the caliph al-Hasan, son of the caliph 'All 
974—984 'Isa I ... son of ja'far 

984—1010 Hasan I (Abu-al-Futuh) ... son of ja'far; deposed 
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IOIO—IOI I 


IOI I—1039 
1039—1061 
1061—1063 
1063—1094 


1094—1114 
1114—1133 
1133-1154 
11 54—1161 
1161 —1174 

1174 - 1175 

1175- 1176 

1176- 1189 
1189—1194 
I 194—1200 

I 200—1210 


IIIO—II3I 
II32—II41 

1141—1153 
1253-1254 
1154 
1154 
1154—1301 
&II54—II71 


I 301—I 301 
& I 301—I 301 
& 13OI —1303 
& 13OI —1303 
1303 —1313 
& 1303 —1313 

1313 

1313-1315 

1315—1318 

1318 

1318—1330 

1330-1335 

1335- 1336 

1336- 1345 

1 345 — 1 3 52 - 

I 3 52 .-I 353 


Dawud I (Abu-Muhammad) ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of c Abd-Allah, son of Dawud, 
son of Sulayman, son of r Abd-Allah al-Sdlih, son of Musa al-Jaum, son of'Abd-Allah al- 
Kdmil, son of Hasan al-Mutannd, son of the caliph al-Hasan, son of the caliph 'All 
Hasan I (Abu-al-Futuh) ... restored 
Muhammad-Sukr ... son of Hasan I 
Hamzah ... son ofWahhas, son of Dawud I 

Muhammad I (Abu-Hasim) ... son ofja'far, son of Muhammad, son of r Abd-Allah, son of 
Muhammad, son of Muhammad, son of Husayn, son of Muhammad al-Tdir, son of 
Musa, son of fAbd-Allah al-Sdlih , son of Musa al-Jaivn, son of r Abd-Allah al-Kdmil, son 
of Hasan al-Mutannd , son of the caliph al-Hasan, son of the caliph r All; Saljuqid vassal 
Qasim I (Abu-Fulaytah) ... son of Muhammad I 
Fulaytah ... son of Qasim I 
Hasim ... son of Fulaytah 
Qasim II ... son of Hasim; Fatimid vassal 
r Isa II ... son of Fulaytah 
Dawud II ... son of'Isa II; deposed 
Mukattir ... son of'Isa II; deposed 
Dawud II ... restored 
Mukattir ... restored 
Mansur ... son of Dawud II 

Qatadah (Abu-al- c AzIz) ... son of Idris, son ofMuta'in, son of fAbd-al-Karim, son of'Isa, 
son of Husayn, son of Sulayman, son of'All, son of r Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad al- 
Tdir, son of Musa, son of r Abd- Allah al-Sdlih, son of Musa al-Jaivn, son of r Abd-Allah al- 
Kdmil, son of Hasan al-Mutannd, son of the caliph al-Hasan, son of the caliph 'All 
Hasan II ... son of Qatadah 
Rajih ... son of Hasan II; deposed 

— Sihah ... son of Qasim; rival 1140 
'All I (Abu-Sa'ad) ... son of Qatadah 
Jammaz ... son of Hasan II 

Rajih ... son of Qatadah 
Ganim I ... son of Rajih 
Abu-Numayy Muhammad I ... son of'All I 
Idris I ... son of Qatadah 

— Ganim II ... son of Idris, son of Hasan II; rival 1171 

— Jammaz ... son of Sihah; rival 1271 and 1288 
Rumaytah ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad I; deposed 
Humaydah I ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad I; deposed 
Abu-al-Gayt... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad I; deposed 
Utayfah ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad I; deposed 
Rumaytah ... restored; deposed 

Humaydah I ... restored; deposed 

Abu-al-Gayt... restored; deposed, died 1315 

Humaydah I ... restored; deposed 

Rumaytah ... restored; deposed 

Humaydah I ... restored; deposed, died 1320 

Utayfah ... restored; deposed 

Rumaytah ... restored; deposed 

Utayfah ... restored; rival 1333 

Rumaytah ... restored 

'AJlan ... son of Rumaytah; deposed 

— Mugamis ... son of Rumaytah; rival 1346—1349 and 1359 
Tuqbah I ... son of Rumaytah; deposed 
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1353-1358 

1358- 1359 
& 1358—1361 

1359- 1361 
1361—1371 
1372—1386 

1386— 1387 
& 1386—1387 

1387— 1388 
& 1387 
& 1387 
& 1387 

1388— 1390 
1390—1392 

1391 

1392-1395 

1395- 1396 

1396— 1416 

1416 

1416—1414 

1424- 1425 
1415 

1425- 1442 
& 1415—1441 

1441-1443 
1443-1446 
1446-1455 
1455-1497 
1497-1500 
1500 

1500— 1501 

1501— 1503 
1503 

1503- 1504 

1504— 1511 
1511—1515 
1515-1584 


1584—1601 
1601—1603 
1603—1614 
& 1603—1618 

1618— 1619 

1619— 1630 
1630—1632 

1631 
1631 
1632—1666 
1666—1671 


'Ajlan ... restored; deposed 

Muhammad II ... son of Utayfah 

Sind ... son ofRumaytah; rival 1346—1349 

Tuqbah I ... restored; associated 1356—1358 

'Ajlan ... restored 

Ahmad I (Sihab-al-Din) ... son of'Ajlan; associated 1361 

Muhammad III ... son of Ahmad I; associated 1378 

Qubays ... son of'Ajlan 

Tnan ... son ofMugamis; deposed 

'All II ... son of Mubarak, son ofRumaytah 

c Aqil ... brother of'All II 

Ahmad II ... son of Tuqbah I 

'All III ... son of'Ajlan; associated 1387; deposed 

Tnan ... restored 

Muhammad IV ... son of'Ajlan; deposed 

'All III ... restored 

Muhammad IV ... restored 

Hasan III ... son of'Ajlan; deposed 

+ Ahmad III ... son of Hasan III; associated 1407—1416 

Rumaytah II ... son ofMuhammad IV; deposed 

Hasan III ... restored; deposed 

'All IV ... son of Tnan; deposed, rival 1416 

Hasan III ... restored 

Barakat I... son of Hasan III; associated 1407—1416, 1411 — 1414, and 1415; deposed 

Ibrahim ... son of Hasan III 

'All V ... son of Hasan III 

Abu-al-Qasim ... son of Hasan III 

Barakat I ... restored 

Muhammad V ... son of Barakat I 

Barakat II ... son ofMuhammad V; deposed 

Hazza’ ... son ofMuhammad V; deposed 

Barakat II ... restored; deposed 

Hazza’ ... restored 

Ahmad IV, al-Jdzdn ... son ofMuhammad V 
Humaydah II ... son ofMuhammad V 
Qayitbay ... son ofMuhammad V 
Barakat II ... restored 

Abu-Numayy Muhammad II ... son of Barakat II; associated 1513 

+ Ahmad V ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad II; associated 1 540—15 57 

+ Tuqbah II ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad II; associated 1554—1584 

Hasan IV ... son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad II; associated 1554 

Abu-Talib ... son of Hasan IV; associated 1600 

Idris II ... son of Hasan IV 

Muhsin I... son of Husayn, son of Hasan IV 

Ahmad VI ... son of 'Abd-al-Muttalib, son of Hasan IV 

Mas'ud I ... son of Idris II 

r Abd-Allah I ... son of Hasan IV 

Muhammad VI ... son of r Abd-Allah I 

NamI ... brother of Ahmad VI 

Zayd ... son of Muhsin I 

Sa'ad ... son of Zayd; deposed 
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& 1666—1667 
1672—1681 

1682—1684 
1684—1688 
1688 
1688—1690 

1690—1692 

1692— 1693 

1693— 1694 

1694— 1695 

1695— 1702 
1702—1704 

1704 

1704 

1704 
1704—1711 
1711 —1716 
1716—1718 
1718 
1718 — 1720 
1720—1722 
1722—1723 
1723 

1713-1724 

1724-1731 

1731- 1732 

1732- 1733 

1733- 1734 

1734- I752- 
I752.-I759 

1759 
1759-1770 
1770 
1770 
1770 
1770-1773 
1773-1788 
1788 
1788—1803 
1803 
1803 — 1813 
1813 — 1827 
1827 
1827—1851 

1851—1856 

1856—1858 

1858-1877 


Hammud ... son of'Abd-Allah I 

Barakat III ... son of Muhammad, son of Ibrahim, son ofBarakat, son of Abu-Numayy 
Muhammad II 
Sa'id I... son ofBarakat III 

Ahmad VII ... son of Zayd; associated 1670—1672 
Sa'id II ... son of Sa'ad; deposed 

Ahmad VIII ... son of Galib, son of Muhammad, son of Masa'id, son of Mas'ud, son of 
Hasan IV 

Muhsin II... son of Husayn, son of Zayd 
Sa'id II ... restored; deposed 
Sa'ad ... restored; deposed 

'Abd-Allah II ... son of Hasim, son of Muhammad, brother of Nami 
Sa'ad ... restored; deposed 
Sa'id II ... restored; deposed 

'Abd-al-Muhsin ... son of Ahmad VII; deposed, died 1718 

'Abd-al-Karim ... son of Muhammad, son ofYa'la, son of Hamzah, son of Musa, son of 
Barakat, son of Abu-Numayy Muhammad II; deposed 
Sa'ad ... restored 

'Abd-al-Karim ... restored; deposed 
Sa'id II ... restored 

'Abd-Allah III ... son of Sa'id II; deposed 

All VI ... son of Sa'id II 

Yahya I ... son ofBarakat III; deposed 

Mubarak ... son of Ahmad VII; deposed 

Yahya I ... restored 

Barakat IV ... son of Yahya I 

Mubarak ... restored 

'Abd-Allah III ... restored; deposed 

Muhammad VII ... son of'Abd-Allah III; deposed 

Mas'ud II ... son of Sa'id II; deposed 

Muhammad VII ... restored 

Mas'ud II ... restored 

Masa'id ... son of Sa'id II; deposed 

Ja'far ... son of Sa'id II 

Masa'id ... restored 

'Abd-Allah III ... restored 

Ahmad IX ... son of Sa'id II; deposed 

'Abd-Allah IV ... son of Husayn, son of Yahya I 

Ahmad IX ... restored 

Sarur ... son of Masa'id 

'Abd-al-Mu'in ... son of Masa'id; deposed 

Galib ... son of Masa'id; deposed 

'Abd-al-Mu'in ... restored 

Galib ... restored; deposed, died 1816 

Yahya II ... son of Sarur 

'Abd-al-Muttalib ... son of Galib; deposed 

Muhammad VIII ... son of'Abd-al-Mu'in, son of'Awn, son of Muhsin, son of'Abd-Allah, 
son of Husayn, son of Hasan IV; deposed 
'Abd-al-Muttalib ... restored; deposed 
Muhammad VIII ... restored 

'Abd-Allah V ... son of Muhammad VIII; deposed, died 1909 
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1877—1880 

1880— 1881 
1881 

1881— 1905 
1905 — 1908 

1908 
1908 — 1916 


1916—1914 

1914-1915 


1911 —195 I 
I95I-I9S1 
1951—IOOO 
1000— 


Husayn I... son of Muhammad VIII 
r Abd-al-Muttalib ... restored; deposed, died 1886 
r Abd-al-Ilah ... son of Muhammad VIII; deposed 
r Awn-al-Raflq ... son of Muhammad VIII 
'All VII... son of r Abd-Allah V; deposed, died 1931: 
r Abd-al-Ilah ... restored 

Husayn II ... son of'All, son of Muhammad VIII; malik of Hijaz 1916—1915 

Kings of Hijaz 

Husayn ... former sarif of Mecca, took the title of halifah 1914; abdicated, died 1931 
'All... son ofHusayn; deposed, died 1934 
(to Saudi Arabia 1915) 

Amirs of Transjordan and kings of Jordan (al-Urdunniyyah) 

r Abd-Allah I ... son of king Husayn of Hijaz; amir of Transjordan; malik of Jordan 1946 
Talal ... son of c Abd-Allah I; abdicated, died 1971 
Husayn ... son of Talal 
'Abd-Allah II ... son ofHusayn 



